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Administrative Rule for the Registration of IFOAM Global Organic Mark
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Rationale

The Thai Organic Trader Association
(TOTA) enters into an agreement with the
International Federation of Organic
Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) where the
Association has become the IFOAM Agent
in Thailand to license the use of the IFOAM
global organic mark (GOM) for operator
based in Thailand. The use of GOM would
help to promote organic production,
trading and consumption in Thailand.

In order to be able to consistently
administer the registration of GOM usage,
the Association introduced this
administrative rule to govern the
implementation.
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Authority

This rule is under the authority of the
TOTA executive board. The executive
board may make interpretation and
revision of this rule anytime during it
meeting.
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Administrative Rule for the Use of
IFOAM Global Organic Mark

1. Only products certified with standards
approved by the IFOAM as IFOAM Family
of Standards and by certification bodies
accredited by IOAS or corresponding
regulatory agency in accordance with
IFOAM Policy 43 can bear the IFOAM
Global Organic Mark (GOM).

2. The use of GOM shall follow the design
and format set by IFOAM

3. GOM can be used alone or together with
other organic seals.

4. Before using GOM, the operator shall
sign the “IFOAM GOM License to Individual
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Operators and Handlers Contract” with the
Association first.

5. Before printing GOM on the product
package, the operator must submit a draft
of designed packaging to the Association
for approval together with certificate
indicating the product is certified according
to point 1.

6. If the operator wishes to use GOM on
additional products, the operator shall
inform the Association as well as adhere to
point 5.

7. If the operator wishes to cancel the
GOM use for some products or altogether,
the operator must inform the Association
within 30 days after the cancellation but it
must prepare and submit the annual report
to the Association as described in point 13.
to as well as pay the annual fee of the
previous year.

8. In case the operator only wishes to use
GOM alone without any other organic seal,
the operator must (a) indicate the name of
the certification body certified the product
and (b) submit a letter from the
certification body verifying that the labeling
information on the draft package is
accurate.

9. When the operator and/or products
bearing GOM is no longer certified
according to point 1. (either being
suspended or canceled), the operator shall
inform the Association and submit the copy
of the certification letter from the
certification body.

10. The GOM use fee

- initial registration fee euro 300 (the
Association will annually make
announcement of the exchange
rate)

- annual fee of 0.3% of the sale of
products in Thailand bearing GOM in
previous year
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For promoting to GOM up-take, the
Association will give discount of initial
registration for Association members who
apply within the year 2013 to pay euro 100
and who apply within the year 2014 to pay
euro 200 as well as waiving the annual fee
for all operators until the end of 2015 and
will collect 50% of the annual fee in 2016
and full amount in 2017.

11. If the operator violates the contract or
this administrative rule, the Association will
impose sanction measures. The sanction
can be a warning letter, requiring the
operator to pay fine, and cancellation of
the GOM Use Agreement

12. In case the operator's GOM Use
Agreement is canceled, the operator shall
withdraw products bearing GOM from the
market within 30 days.

13. The operator shall submit an annual
report to the Association by 31 March of
each year. The report shall at least
compose of information on the list of
products using GOM, current organic
certification certificate of products bearing
GOM, the total sale of products bearing
GOM, the domestic sale of products
bearing GOM as well as other information
the Association may require in the future.

17. If the operator submit its annual report
later than 15 days after the due date
without proper reason or submit
incomplete report, the Association may
impose fine or cancel the contract. And if
the operator still wish to use GOM, it would
have to re-apply again.

18. Late payment of fee is subjected to 2%
interest per month calculated on daily
basis.
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